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grass and leaves are abundant, the walls are of wood and the roofs of leaves and grass. In the drier plains the walls are of mud for want of other materials. Life is lived in the open air except when cold or rain forces the people to go indoors. There is little furniture except a few rough bedsteads, and even these are not to be found in the homes of the poor. During the hot part of the year, and that means most of the year, people sleep outside their houses on the verandahs if they possess them, and if not, then anywhere, even by the roadside.
Nearly three-quarters of the people are Hindus, a darkish-brown race that once lived in Central Asia. They invaded India from the north-west and drove the natives into the hills and forests. To keep themselves separate from those whom they had conquered and whom they despised, they forbade marriage between the races. Further, they divided themselves into four classes or castes. Of these the Brahman or priest was the highest of all. Then, in descending order of merit, came the warrior, the trader or farmer, and the servant. Everybody who was not a member of one of these four castes was a pariah. To-day there are between
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